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Mr. Gladstone presents his humble duty to Your Majesty and
regrets that Your Majesty should have found his account of the
last meeting of the Cabinet inadequate. The case was peculiar,
and there were no facts to report. In all the experience Mr.
Gladstone has had of Cabinet since 1843 he hardly recollects a
matter of so much complexity and difficulty as the question what
are the obligations of a Government, in its capacity as guardian
of order, growing out of the present state of Ireland ? It has been
the desire of Your Majesty's servants without exception to use
the best means in their power for arriving at a wise decision. This
appeared to be that all the members of the Cabinet should as is
usual but with a peculiar care throw their views and impressions
into common stock, but subject to correction and not as announce-
ments of judgments finally formed. This being so there was
absolutely no matter which Mr. Gladstone could report to
Your Majesty beyond the brief account he had the honour of
sending*
To-day the Cabinet meeting again determined that they would
advise Your Majesty to order a very short prorogation of Parlia-
ment. This will be interpreted, it is probable, and not wrongly
interpreted, as a notice to Ireland as well as to Great Britain,
that unremitting attention is given by Your Majesty's servants
to the condition of that country, and that it may become at a very
early date a question whether an appeal should be made to
Parliament.
Mr. Forster will proceed to Ireland tomorrow and will return
to attend the Cabinet which is appointed to meet next week on
Thursday.
It may interest Your Majesty on an occasion of this kind if Mr.
Gladstone tries to give some idea of the several considerations
which bear upon this question one way or other,
It may he fears be found tediously long while at the same time
he feels it to be imperfect. But such as it is he submits it to Your
Majesty's indulgent judgment.
On the one hand, there is in parts of Ireland an extensive
paralysis of important civil rights connected with, the ownership
and occupation of land. This condition of things has been stimu-